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Letters to the Editor

FIRST GLOBAL VOYAGE

Sir,

The article, “A Portyguese Sancho
Panza in the Far East” (April 1963)
states that “in 1522 the world was first
circumnavigated by Ferdinand Magel-
lan, a Portuguese.” This is not so.
Although Magellan conceived and
organized the enterprise, he, like
Columbus, turned to Spain for means
to finance it. During its course he
was killed by tribesmen in the Philip-

pines. Juan Sebastian del Cano, a’

Spaniard, completed the voyage.

P. Valenciano Martin
Madrid, Spain

UNIVERSALISM AND
NATIONAL CULTURES

Sir,

In the article “Uncharted Lands”
(February 1963 issue) we read: “...the
ties which bind us to our cultural
background remain strong. We may
even think of this culture as universal
and world-embracing. But we know
it can only lay claim to such resound-
ing titles in so far as it has drawn
upon all the world had to offer and
if it gathered this nourishment in
almost every corner of the globe.”

I support this statement, although
I think (and I hope you agree) that
universalism, or global culture, does
not preclude the national or concrete,
social character of that culture.

Tue UNesco Courier has paid
extremely little attention to “cultural
relations” between countries in the
past. We know that until compara-
tively recent times, historians devoted
considerably more time and effort to
the study of social and political ties
and relations than to cultural ties, and
that it is only in the last decades that
a more important place in history has
been allotted to the study of interna-
tional cultural relations.

I should like to see this type of
material in your magazine. Personally,
1 devote a great deal of my time to
the study of Russo-American relations
(prior to 1917) and have some valuable
and interesting material on this subject.

Z. Dicharov
Leningrad, U.S.S.R.

WATER, A WORLD PROBLEM

Sir,

Thank you for the wonderful, and
informative October 1963 edition of
THe UNeEsco Courier. (Probing the
interior or the Earth). Now for more
editions of this nature and quality. I
think that a topic which could be
handled well by your magazine and
which would be of interest to the
layman and the professional is the
Water Problem in the world today.
Water is the concern of such contrast-

ing countries as Great Britain and
Egypt, and it would prove a valuable
subject for discussion.

Is there an adequate water supply
for the world’s expanding popula-
tion? How far will sea water aid
man’s fight against the shortage of
crops? Is man at last making an all-
out effort to solve this problem of
water supply for domestic, industrial
and agricultural uses the world over?
Surely such a magazine of the quality
of THE UNesco COURIER could answer
these questions and other problems
which inevitably result when dis-
cussing this topic.

W. L. Robling
Cardiff, Wales

Ed. note: A special issue on hydrology
will appear later this year or early
next year,

ROUSSEAU REVIVAL

Sir,

I particularly appreciated your spe-
cial issue on Jean-Jacques Rousseau
(March 1963). At a meeting held
in Melilla for discussions on Rous-
seau’s famous work, Emile, a young
writer from Tangiers, Enrique Jimenez
Gross, proposed that.youth organiza-
tions be formed in all countries to
study Rousseau's ideas. and when
possible " to apply them within the

individual frameworks of national

customs and beliefs. What do your
readers think of this idea? Dissillu-
sioned young people of today need to
be reminded of the noble ideas of
which man is truly capable.

Antonio Garcia Marin
Melilla, Spain

SPORTS FOR THE DISABLED

Sir,

I have just seen the article ‘“What
Makes the Athlete Run?” in the Jan.
1964 issue of THE UNEscO COURIER.
This is indeed an interesting presen-
tation and I wish also to acknowledge
with appreciation the fact that you
have made reference to the role of
disabled persons in sports events.

You may be interested to know
that the Working Group in whose
name I am writing organized,. in
July of 1963, the First International
Games for the Disabled at Linz, Aus-
tria. There are a number of impor-
tant and interesting aspects of specia-
lized sports for the disabled which
we are seeking to clarify so that this
activity may be of benefit both in
the rehabilitation of the disabled and
in providing lifelong recreation and
exercises for disabled persons.

Norman Acton

President, International Working Group
on Sports for the Disabled

Paris, France

POPULATION PROBLEM

Sir,

I have just seen the pamphlet on
the “Anatomy of Economic Develop-
ment,” reprinted from THE UNEsco
Courlier, I must say I was shocked
that the whole emphasis was on
agricultural and technological deve-
lopment, without any reference to the
difficulties caused by the growth of

-the population., These are especially

great in already heavily populated
under-developed countries like India.
As is now perfectly clear, if the rate
of human increase is not rapidly
brought down—for India,, Cole and
Hoover said about 50 % in about
40 years—a point of no return will
be passed, and viable industrial and
scientific-agricultural economy cannot
be set up. I feel very strongly that
the time has come for UNEsco to
consider the problem of population
increase with the utmost seriousness,
and then publish its findings (rather
as it did with the matter of race).
The fields where research is perhaps
most urgently needed is that of human
reproduction and its control, and that
of the dissemination .of information
on the subject, how to persuade people
of the need for a population policy,
and the position of family planning in
national ‘activities. Many of us believe
that it is quite essential that family
planning should become the official
responsibility of the Ministries of
Health of the countries of the world.
Julian Huxley
London, England
Ed. note: For an article on the prob-
lems of population and food -supply
see our special issue on “Freedom
from Hunger” (July-August 1962).

400 MILLION RADIOS

Sir,

M. Muller does not want 400 mil-
lion needy families in Africa, Asia
and Latin America to have low-cost
radio sets.because she hears nothing
but rubbish from the Paris radio ser-
vice (December 1963, Letters to the
Editor). What kind of logic is this?
Is she so sure that the developing
countries can do no better than Paris?

James Cunningham
Paris, France

SPELEOLOGISTS OF CUBA

Sit,

Some members of our organization,
which is concerned with the study
and exploration of caves in Cuba,
subscribe to your magazine, and at our
meetings we often read your articles.
We have noticed, however, that no
study on speleology or related sciences
has appeared. May we suggest that
you devote an entire issue to this mar-
vellous though little-known science?

Manuel Iturralde Vinent

Secretary, Martel Speleological Group
Havana, Cuba

Imp. GEORGES LANG, PARIS. IMPRIME EN FRANCE.
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