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Art Bducetion in Scotlend

By: Sem Bleck, Jordenhill Training Collapge, Glasgor

“Though the position hes slowly improved ovor o genorabion, the
biresst problem iz regard to the tecching of the irts is still to have
then token serisusly ot all. Idueation nuthoritics, hoadmasters,
tezchers and parents in their diffferent woyes conbinuc to perpctuste the
notion that cuch things aes sirging ond painting hardly bolong to serious
busiress of schooling but crec st bost rocrsational atiochments o it."

This cuotation is from the report on Secondary .iducotlaon
co:piled by the .dviiory Council on ..ducation in Seotland, publishod in
1647, L brief cccount of the histary of .rt Sducation in Scotland will
oclcarly point tho reasons for the abovo statoment.

Lrt, or as 1t vas then celled, Draving, has becn o part of
Dducation si.noo tho oreotion of the Scottish Zducation Dcpc.r‘cmont in
1872, ..t first it s taught to boys only; after ronv wears it wns mads
compulsory for both boys and girls. Dofore 1835 the follo~inr subjecty
wore towrhi:e Frochemd Drowing of oraament in Qutline, lodsl Draving i
Outline, cnd Plane Goometry. In 1385, the Seottish iducction Neprrtiment
proposed ¢ definite course of instruction arranred to suit children and
in greded standords; it included Ruler ond Sczle Dres-ine, Solid Goomotry,
Light and Chedoe from the Cost as well as Froohand, llodel Droawing mmd
Planc Gecomotry, In 1805, Drawing on a large scale on blackboards, known
as Freeorm Draving, sras introduced.

- The coursc of instruction for the 23 years, 1872 - 1395 s
dicteted first by the Scienoc and Art Departmont, then the Scottish
sducation Deonartmont, and its intontion was to train fectory ani trade
oporctives, The subjects of instruction « «Froehend, lodel Drecring,
Geomctry and Seale Droving - were introducod i:o this end, and tho obhjoots
eimed ot were acourccy end ncntness.

In the noxt ainotoen years (1895 - 191&) there vas some
remodelling of th: coursc of art instruotion. 4 gradunl chanrme to
greator froedom vtz mnde. Snch school vics roguired to submit individunl
sohemes of instruction based upon local rccuircmonts, and suited to the
connoity of both tenchor and vupil. Objoot cnd Plant irawing wore
eubstituted for l'odel md Frashcud Drawring while Desipn and Craft ™ork
worc dovoloped in sohools., Cutline drcring ~me ropleced by lipght omd
shode and colour, thile copying o copy vae tinally benneds It ia reoorded
that the rork of Scottish schools in the first ton yenrs of the 20th
Contury shored e thorough intollectual grasp of cppsarance, exprossed
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horevor without porsomality or cart cpprecintion, and, vhore inepinction
vas involwed, Scotlmd tras droidedly dBchind the contineatel nations,

From 191} « 1622, o-ing o the Zrect ~“ar, littlc advence was mado.
In 1920 the cmphasis wee still oa very dofinjte control and systeactized
viorke .\ sursested schome of “that dete statcs the following, under the
Hoading "Infent Deprrtmont':- ’

"The nxin aias of tho work in this Separtment arc to cwelhen ond
develop the powers of obsorvation; to provide the mwans by hich childron
expross their thoughts and obsorvations graphicelly; erd to bring the
freo, undiroiplined movements which they display in Soribbling, wnder
control. OCbjcote for ecxorciser cen be tokon from the follov-iag:- bells,
large morbleos, coins, bisouits, cpples, tomato, plum, peaped, carrot,
twigs, oatl:ings, drumstick tops, flags, ctec.” This syllabus is graduanted
in difficulty throurhout the verious primmry estoges.

~ Until reecnt yesrs, childron, cfter thrce yeors in e scconcary
school, sat il Intermedicto iLxaminction, in which Drarving wos compulsory.
Objcotive renrcsentotion vae riven n prominont vlace. .lthough punils!?
nortfolios wcre excmined by tho Deportment Officicls, Objcot dravring -
formod the besis of tho pecrsoral cxemination on the Inepcotor's visit.
This unduc omphasis on one subject lod to the comparative negloct of the
more Imapginctive zide. of ert instruction,

Althouph art teachers no doubt hed hoard of Cizek, Postaloz:i,
Horbert exnd rosbol, cnd tho nor importmnt devolopmonts for vhish tho
psychologiste wore lergely responsiblc, and in more rooont times had clso
com~ to krew something of the rork of Cattorson Smith and Iforion
Dichordson, the rigid schomes, with theif clonr and limited cims, tonded
to provont cay acdvoaturous branching oute .is thoso brought up on
"Frochand! from the flat worc difrident over introducing Light and Shedo
4n roprosontetion, so also worc thore brought up on Light snd Shado in
roeprocontetion diffidont about the dovelopment of froe, oroative,
imginctive work, Thirty yecars from 1920, 1-hom the ebowe-noted schome
wag produced, is vervy noar to us in time, Tccohors vho arc now in the
primo of thoir tcaching ocarcors, wero brought up on thege rigid schemes,
vhore moticulous finish snd the iderl of the camerc woro regrrded ce the
gocl, cnd tny parsoncl focling wns ruthlossly erushed. Naturelly, they
tend to pess on thoir early training in thosc subjecots with vhich thoy
have bhod only a brief end possing coquaintence rinco their om primary
school doys.

It is ocsy to givo lcssons on skills and tcohniques but difficult
to cvolvc personsl oxprossion, cnd thors ie still to be found in many
schools this insistanec an tcohnicel attainmont and uniformity of
performeneo which has ctrophiod the ercative poror of the commnity for a
long puriod. Copying n copy is not yct boannod.

Mony footors sontributod to make the disciplined, rigld achcmos,
vhich produscd dofinitc oast-iron rosulte, cppoal to tho Torthernors
Soots thorbughnoss cnd attontion to doteil, n liking for prcoision cad
digoiplino of mind md body, historic, roligious and coononio brokground
pnd notioncl troditions vhich have mado doop oud lasting imnrossions,
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tho storn climatic and goographisal conditians, a way of life which

allowod little timo or onorgy for oxtras, and no doop woll of culture to
drew upen as far os the visual arts arc concorneds Tho work of develo=
ping the inncto eroctive powers of tho child and of onmcourazing the grewth
¢f honest porsonnl vision and imaginotion has not geno unnoticod by many
hoodmestors, tonchors and administrators who beliovo in tho widor implioca-
tions, aims and poasibilities of odusation today. Tho drag-chain and re&::
straining influcnce on widosproad dovelopmont is tho typo of art oducatien
which proccdod its Now mothods have not anly to be taught, old oncs have
to bo umloarnod,

School attondanco is arrangod as follows:-

(1) For undor 5 yoar old childron thore are Nursory Schools,
mainly in industrial aroas

(2) 5 = 12 yoars = Primery Schools

(3) 12 = 15 yoars = Junior Sacondary Schools

(L) 12 = 17 or 18 yoars - Sonior Socondary Schools

(5) Spocial Schools arc provided for handicapped childron

(6) Furthor Education facilitios

(1) Day Institutos
(ii) Evoning Classos

Thore is no oxtornal oxamination at the ond of tho Junier
Socendory Scharl coursos In tho Senior Soocandary Schools, pupils tako
tho oxaminatlon lmotm as tho Loo.vinglcorti.ﬁcs.to Exeminstion and may tale,
as part of that, Highor or Lowor Art”s Idusation iuthority arcas aro
thoso of tho Countios and of tho four largost Burghs, .bordocn, Dundoo,
Jdinburgh ard Glasgow, Thoro aro joint Zduoation Authoritios for tho
comtios of Xoray snd Hairn, and of Porth and Kinrosss Tho total school
populaticn is 765,209 as et 31lst July, 1950, In Idinburgh, tho school
population is 59,950 pupllae

thoro aro 72 Primary Schools
21 Socondary Schools.

In Glasgow tho school population iste-
176,38k 200 Primory Schools
4B Junior Socendary Schools
290 Sonior Sooondary Schools.

Tho roll of tho largest Senior Socondary School is approximately 2,000.
Bight full timo Spocialist Tcashors of .rt arc omployode

- In a County Juthority such ag Borwlckshire in South East
Sootland, thore aro four Junior Scoondary Schools and ono Sonior Socendary

1 lgoo Appondix 'At sor dotails.
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School, and in Crimey in the Newrth thoro arc nine Junior Scoomdary
Schools and two SocnZor Sccendary Schoolse.

Tho smnll scattored countios oxperionso scrious stalfing diffi-
cultiese Thuis has greatly handicappud the devolopment of art in tho
outlying placos. Corditions vory from woll oquipped, up~to-dats art
rooms to dingy, barrack-liko rooms whish would scom unsuitable for prace
tical work. Thc room, howover, does ot appoar to influonco tho vork
groatlys good or bad work ray be produced in any type of room.

Spooilalist J\rf Toachors arc omployed in all tho Senior Socondary
Schools in thc citios™ an¢ in most Sonior Sccondary Schools in cowmtry
districts, Tho somo is true of all Junior Sccandary Schools in tho
citios and in somo outsido arcas, althoush many ceuntry Junior Sccondary
Schools havo porhaps o visiting .rt Yescher or no art cualifiod tcachor
at alle

Semo specinlist Art Toachers talie chorge of primary classos or
advizgo tho form teachorse In Edinburgh, o toam of art spccialists
tours the Primary Schools, sach class roceives instruction onco a
month from the Spocialist in tho presoaco of tho class tcachor who thoro-
cftor carrios out tho losson domonstrateds  Slasgow now hes a for peri-
patotic specialist art Toashors in Primary Schoolse The aim is ovone
tually to havo spocialist holp availablo te all Primary Schoolse

Thoe time alloceted to art varics from school to schoole A
minimm of two poriods por woolk has boon laid doem in a roeont Scottish
Eduoation Dopartmont Ciroular = _somo schoels nllow moro timo = throo and
somctimos four poriods por wook=.

& roocont Scottish Bducation Departmont Circular discctod schools
to mako provision for instruction in art approoiation for all Lth and
5th yoar pupilse This has only boen operating for a yoar and rusults
arqg difficult to nssosss Oz the questian of approeiantion goncrd ly,
morly sohttols havo thoir own oolloction of pioture roproducstions. Uso
is mnda of the Council of Industrial Dosign Educational dateriel and
the Yoodlevork Dovelopmont Schemo oporating from Glasgow is now providing
valunblo @ohool axhibits. Also, in tho ecities, tho Schools ltisoum Sore
vicos providu taktmusbion enld eppovtunitlos. for study in many fiolds.
Glasgow's Musoum and Art Gallory cotors for a wido range of intorosts.
In 1919/50 some 76,13L peaplo (children and adults) mede use of various
musoun sorvicos, such as lomn oollootion, oxhibidions, looturcs, octo.

Thoro aro fow oxporimonts in tho intogration of art oducation
vith othor subjoots in tho ocurrioulum, Tho omphasis still lios on tho
division of subjoctss Art toachors havo holpod to stago school dramatio
works, have arranged for murals to bo painted on the walls of rooms and
corridors and havo assistod gonorally in school activitios, but werk in
co=-oporation with othor sposoialist toashors has boen slow to dovolepe

In most Soolttish schools tho omphasis has been, and still is, on

1
_ 2800 dppendix 'B': ecunlifications of spooialist srt Toachors
Time lald dovn for cxamination candidates:s sooc Appondix ‘4!
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the academic subjects and the esteem in which they are held is reflected
in the curricula and even in the rates of pay of teachers of acedenic
subjects as compared with teachers of art ete, This in turan has mezant
that ost of the eble pupils arc dirocted into the study of sutjects other
than art, after the Third Secondary School Year, (It must be admitted
that wany vho, up till that time have to suffer a dull and sterile form
of art teachiar, gladly turn their bocks on it,)

Thile Scotsmen and Scotsromen do apiear to appreciate tha rich
and varied beauty of tihcir country and the prolducts of creative ;czius,
the imposed nerrow eriteria and restrictisas of early training hovs raised
great terriers to their full enjoyment of enl sstisfaction in the arts,

The history and the growth of art education in Scotland have
been such that ~rork of a freer, more imnginative nature is sorewhat slow
tc develop., Lven today the course leading to the Leaviug Certificate
Lxamination tends to follov scmewhat rostricte? lines., This is malc so
by the interpretetion put onm the zyllabus by the art stalffs, The syllabus
allous n great measure of jersonal interprotation but only in isolated
instances is {aitiative shown, :

It is notewortiy that now many young art teachers arc seoking
appointnents ia Junior Secondary Schools, where thiey perheps have charge
of art work and do not suffer the possible restrictive influence of an
external examination., And, although their pupils are not possesse ! of the
same acodomic powers as those in Senior Secondar Schools, the vicour and
relisi displayed in the art activitics is stimulating and pramising and is
an indication of the powers and possibilities in art that lie a3 yot
undevsloped in s0 many places.

The way lies clear ahecad, beginnings are being made and an
inercasiag amount of firsterate vork is being done in prosrressive schools,
The latest memoranium on the Curriculum of the Primary Sclool dated 1950
has a section on Art whica shows there is a change of thought and attitude
at dopsrimental level. It begins: "In tonching art, the aims are t»>
encouregs the child's natural desire for self-axpression through picture
and patitorn meking; to develop his seasitivity to beauty in neture and
art; to quicken his observation of his everyday surrousdings; and to sharpen
his critical perception of what is honest and fine in craftsmanship,

The aims ‘today go beyond merely trrining noteatial factory and
trade operatives, Instcad the full harmonious growth and development of -
the child is planued, and the belief that this can only be completely
realised throush opportunities for self-c:pression and expericuce through
ereative activities is roceiving ever incrcasing recoraition among
educators and pareats,
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Scottish leaving Certificate Sxamination

ART

(A) Higher

Pupils in lith and 5th veers have eizhit periods of Lo
miautes for Art each week,

The examination is divided in time as rollows:-
(1) L% hours practical tesct

(ii) 1 hour written paper on Eistory of Art or Arcih-
itecture, (candidates ere required 4o cusver one
gnesticn cut of nine; five wore on Peinting and
four on Architecturc in the 1351 paper.)

(iii) 2 hours compositica and desirn

In (i) above the tests are as fellows:= Pupils who have been
merked by their tzachers above G5 have tle followia; optiong:=

(a) Still-lifc in water colour
(Body colour also, thourh moat seen to uso
watcr colour)

(v) Lif: draving

(c) Pirure Comdosition
{d) Poster Dosirn
(e) Fabric Printing Decign or Embroidery

(r) Architoctural Studies
(2) Drawing from Antique

Pupils who have been given a mark of under 567 have the choice
of {a), (b), (£), and (g) only. Under new rogulatioas in 195).
the practical test for all candidates iucludes ons hour life
drowing followed by threce and a half hours of one of sbove
suvjects, All tosts, still-life groups etc., are set by H.M.
Inspectore, The Inspectors also soe the candidates portfolio of
of work done over the final two years,

(B) Lower

The time allowed for pupils talzing Lower Art is four poriods
“of L0 minutos per weel, Pupils of poorcr gquality who have had eight
periods per veek end arc potontial "failed ii~hor” mey also take
the Lower examination,
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The time is divided as follows:= A total of l.;%- hours
{i) 1 hour of life drawing (1951)

(ii) 3% hours - normally still-life (exzceptions do figure
camposition) .

In “ect Scotland there are about 130 to 200 Highor Cxamine
atlon candidates presentod per year, snd in all Scotland the
total may be betveen 00U and 700. Only a small sreportion of
these go forwar? to the Schools of Art in Sdinburgh, Clasgow,
Aberdeen and Yundee, and a proportien ouly of those receiving
School of Art Diplomas continue to the Training Collere to became
toechers. In 1780, out ol 105 leaving School of Art, 55 tool the
teacning course,

NYote: ™ithin the ebove rcpulations, teachers have a zreat deal of
froedom, but much of the work produced is extremely dull
eud stodgy. “here no real restrictions exist, they seem to
arice in the minds of some teachers,
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Training anc ‘uelifications of Specialist Art Teachers

Scotland

Students desiring to qualify es teachers of .rt rmst satisfy
certain recuirements es to general education laic down by the Scottish
bducation Devartmint. They must follor the cources of study for Diplomas
of' Art as drawn up by the Covernors of the School of irt and approved Yy
tho Scottish Dducation Departwont and must tal® e Diploma in e particular
courgo.

The courses are arranged as follows -« Four wears comprisecd of:-

(a) General course of two years
(b) Specialised course of t.ro vears

The Diploma course may bo teken in any ons of the following
tubjects =

(1) Drawing and Peinting
(2) Seulpture end Modelling
(3) Commercial end Graphic frt

(L) Design (Tithin this section there is a wide renge - from
Embroidery to Industrial Design)

A subsidiery study of one or nore orafts is nlso done,

Teacher training esuthorities may-admit to training persons vho
hold one of the following cualifications:

(i) A leaving or Senior Leaviny Cortifionte of the Scottish
Education Department or a Cortificate of Attestation of
Fitness of the Scottish Univeresities intrance Board, or

(11) Having boen prescnted for one or more of the following
cortifiontes, namsly the leaving Cortificate of the
Scottish Zdication Department, the Senior Leaving ‘
Certifloate, or the Scottish leaving Certificate, have
sbtrined at the relative examinmtion or oxaminationsy -~ .
pagses {a Pive subjects., (These subjeots must include,
Englighi -and History or Geography:andAritimetic)ky .

Other minor regulations exist for deciding the adequacy
of the students academic attainment end cualifications.

I3

On oompletion of the Diploma course in a School of Art, Students
attond teachers Training Colleges in Idinburpgh, Glasgow, Dundee or
Aberdeér. The courge of Professional Training extends from October until

Baster,

. The courses of instruction cover the following -
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-Bygiene Speech Treining
Physical Treining Sducetion
Peychology iethods and Prectice
Art

School prectice is on three deys per week and the typos ol gchools
used very in the different centres., Ia Clasgow two deys are spent in
Senior or Junior Secondary Schools end one dey in Primery Schools.

Throughout the Sescion each student is visited several tines

-r

end finel lessons are given before Z.i'. Inspsctors,

Jote _T}w Teacher's Cenerel Certifica.te - a cualification to teach

Primery Schools Subjects.

This is & three yesr ocourse for women students holding a
Loeving (or Senior Leaving) Certificate or a Certificsie of
Attestation of Fitmess of the Scottish Universities Zncrance
Board,

During this three year course, studonts hnve Art instruction
on tivo periods por woek for two years.
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