








THE MAKIOKA SISTERS

A great contemporary novel that

e shows how a Japanese woman

finds a husband

e gives an ‘inside’ picture of

day-by-day life in Japan

ow does a Japanese woman find a husband ? What

are the important factors governing her choice:

romantic love, money, physical attraction, the
man’s health, family, social position ? The answer, as
revealed in a newly-published translation of a famous
Japanese novel—The Macho]ca, Sisters—is: all of them
but least important of all, perhaps, at least for girls of the
upper middle classes, is romantic love.

Although Japan, unlike many other Asian nations, has
long been prominent on the international scene, most
Westerners know little abouf her life, customs and tradi-
tions. An increasing number of sociological, historical
and literary studies devoted to Japan is available to
Western readers. But important as such studies are for
a comprehensive knowledge of the country, none of them
perhaps can give us the intimate “feel” of day-by-day life
in Japan that is provided by this work of fiction.

The Makioka Sisters represents the culmination of a
life-long intellectual and artistic evolution by the author,
Junichiro Tanizaki, who is generally regarded as Japan’s
leading contemporary novelist. In his earlier days, under
the influence of such Western writers as Poe, Baudelaire
and Oscar Wilde, Tanizaki wrote bizarre, sometimes gro-
tesque stories, often dealing 'with aberrations in human
behaviour,

In his more mature years, Tanizaki acquired a growing
interest both in the traditional Japanese esthetic—as
evidenced by his modern-language translation of the
early eleventh century Japanese classic novel The Tale of
Genji—and in the unfolding of ordinary Japanese lives.

Novel born of war & peace

s a high point in this development, The Makiocka

Sisters is ideally suited to take us “inside” the Japan

of the recent past and of a certain milieu: the
immediate pre-war Japan of the upper middle classes in
the Osaka-Kyoto region where something of the tradi-
tional Japanese ways and douceur de vivre still exist.

Begun toward the end of the war, The Makioka Sisters -

(published in Japan as Sasame-yuki) was completed in
the early post-war years. Recommended for translation
by Unesco and the Japanese National Commission for
UnEsco, as representative of Japanese culture, it has now
been published in four countries in a strikingly readable
English translation by Edward G. Seidensticker (1).

Structurally, the novel, with its lack of any strong plot
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or dramatic climaxes, its up-in-the-air ending, may dis-
concert the Western reader. But this very absenhce of a
“story” structure, this meandering through ali the details
of daily living, produce a fidelity to life which is highly
informative to the foreign reader.

With infinite patience, Tanizaki threads his way
through some five years immediately preceding Japan’s
entry into World War II in the lives of the four Makioka
sisters, members of a respected merchant family which is
gradually declining both in wealth and in social standing.
Tanizaki has said he tried to confine himself to “what
was attractive” in the graceful pre-war life, “but I was
not able to withdraw completely from the enveloping
storm. This was the necessary fate of a novel born of
war and peace.” .

Retiring Yukiko & rebellious Taeko

HE main theme of the novel is the series of repeated
failures in the family’s attempt to find a socially
acceptable husband for the third sister: silent, mild-

mannered, retiring Yukiko, the most “traditional” Japan-
ese of them all. The impact of the modern world on
traditional Japanese ‘ways, and the disturbances this
causes, are reflected in the hectic life of the bright,
modern, independent and somewhat rebellious youngest
sister, Taeko, who finally is excluded from .the fam1ly
circle.

Yet no ultimate, irretrievable tragedy befalls any of the °
main characters: life .just goes on. Yukiko finally finds
a husband, and Taéko ends up as the wife of a bartender
—but, even here, it is clear that the bonds of affection
and loyalty between Taeko and her sisters will endure
despite official ostracism.

The main interest of the novel for Western readers lies
in the wealth of intimate detail about Japanese life—
glimpses both of thoroughly modern daily life and of
ancient customs which, even though some of them are
undoubtedly on the decline in present-day Japan, show
us a side of life which still persists.

The flashing beauty of a night-time fire-fly hunt and

(1) “The Makioka Sisters”: New York - Alfred A. Knopf; London -
Secker and Warburg ; Tokyo - Charles E. Tuttle ; Toronto - McClelland
and Stewart. “The Makioka Sisters” is one of the works whose
translation has been sponsored by Unesco under its “Translation of
Representative Works” programme.
















































THE ROOTS OF PREJUDICE
Racism, or the ‘superiority complex’

by Arnold M. Rose

In this issue we continue the serialization begun last month of “The Roots of Prejudice,”
by Arnold Rose, Professor of Sociology at the University of Minnesota, U.S.A.,
published by Unesco in its series “The Racge Question in Modern Science”. (See
bibliography page 35). In this article, Professor Rose discusses ignorance of other
peoples and the “superiority complex” as causes of racial prejudice and shows how
prejudice harms those who indulge in it as much as those against whom it is directed.

rejudice is nearly always accompanied by incorrect or
P ill-informed opinions regarding the people against

whom it is felt. Many of the false beliefs take the
form of what social scientists call “stereotypes”. These
are exaggerations of certain physical traits or cultural
characteristics which are found among members of the
minority group and are then attributed to all members of
the group. When stereotypes exist, an individual is
judged, not on the basis of his own characteristics, but on
the basis of exaggerated and distorted beliefs regarding
what are thought to be the characteristics of his group.
All members of the group are falsely assumed to be alike,
exceptions being ignored or their existence denied.

Stereotypes take strange forms. They are usually un-
favourable to the subordinated group, but not always.
Stereotypes about Negroes in South Africa and the United
States, for example, depict them as brutal, stupid, and
immoral, but also as happy, generous and faithful. This
pattern makes sense in terms of the effort to use Negroes
as servants and unskilled workers, because the “good”
traits seem to justify their treatment as childlike subor-
dinates and to indicate their satisfaction with this treat-
ment.

A stereotype applied to one group of people at one time
may be applied to another group at a later time. In
England during the seventeenth century the Scottish Low-
landers 'were stereotyped as coarse, cruel and animal-
like people. By the nineteenth century, this stereotype
was applied no longer to the .Scots, but to the Irish.
Stereotypes can change very rapidly: in Western countries
before 1940, the Japanese were thought of as sly but weak,
rigid and unimaginative. After the outbreak of war with
Japan in 1941 the stereotype of the Japanese still included
slyness, but shifted to include toughness and resource-
fulness as well. After the victory over Japan in 1945, and
the beginning of a successful occupation, the stereotype
dropped slyness and substituted gullibility.

A stereotype applied to a group of people in one country
may not be applied to that group in another country, but
rather to another minority group. The stereotype about
Jews in Central Europe includes a belief in their strong
sexuality and tendency towards sexual perversion. This
is not the case in the United States, where, although there
are other stereotypes regarding Jews, the sexual stereo-
type is applied rather to Negroes, especially in the
Southern States.

The' ignorance which supports prejudice has a great
range. It may take the form of false information about
people’s physical characteristics, cultural practices, or
beliefs. It may take the form of myths about superhuman
powers or childlike weaknesses. The prejudice of Germans
about other peoples included sterotypes about the French
as immoral degenerates, about the British as bumbling
fools, about the Americans as narrow-minded wastrels,
about the Russians as stolid and stupid ignoramuses, about
the Jews as scheming perverts. This is just an illustra-
tion of the astounding range of ignorance that can occur
in one modern country.
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Stereotypes and other incorrect beliefs about groups of
people are not necessarily least frequent when there are
many members of the minority group about, who, through
their appearance and behaviour, disprove the false beliefs.
The strongest prejudice and the largest number of false
beliefs about Negroes are to be found among the whites
of South Africa, who live among a black population which
outnumbers them by four or five to one. There are many
more stereotypes about Negroes in the Southern States
of the United States than in the Northern States, although
Negroes form a much higher proportion of the population
in the former than in the latter area.

" But no generalization can be made in the opposite sense

either: areas with a small minority group are not necessar-
ily freer of stereotypes about their members than are
areas where they exist in large numbers. In Germany after
World War I there were proportionately few Jews living
in Bavaria. Yet there were apparently many more false
beliefs about Jews in Bavaria than in cosmopolitan Berlin,
where there were more Jews. Until a few decades ago
there 'were more false beliefs about American Indians in
North America, where they were few in number, than in
South America, where they are much more numerous.
These and similar facts disprove the widely held opinion
that prejudice is strongest where minority races are
largest.

One of the requirements for ignorance about a group of
people is social isolation, which can occur even where
there is considerable contact. People can live next door
to each other as neighbours, one person can even work in
another’s home or shop, but still they will not necessarily
get to know each other as human beings. Both physical
and social segregation usually accompany prejudice: they
are among its effects, but also among its causes, as they
promote ignorance and ignorance bolsters prejudice.

Ignorance opens the way
for racist propaganda

gandist for economic exploitation or political domina-

tion to gain his ends more easily. If one group of
people knows nothing about another group or has false
beliefs about it, it is susceptible to the camouflaged
demands of the exploiters. People can even be misled as
to who their real enemy is by a propagandist who plays
on their ignorance. : : ‘

I gnorance among the mass of people enables the propa-

It .is apparent from this brief discussion (a)that igno-
rance takes the form either of absence of knowledge or
of false belief; (b) that ignorance itself is not so much a
direct cause of prejudice as it is a pre-condition or bolster
of prejudice. In the latter capacity, ignorance is a more
important factor in prejudice against some groups than



it is against other groups. Where it is a significant factor,
information which fills gaps in knowledge or contradicts
false beliefs can be a valuable weapon against prejudice.
Not only does such information weaken directly one of
the supports of prejudice, but it partially nullifies the pro-
pagandist’s attempts at exploitation.

The problems of intergroup relations may be classified
according to three types. One kind is political in motive.

This intergroup tension is based on a struggle for power.:

Such rivalries have been frequent in international rela-
tions, and a modern example of them may be found in
the long-standing hatred between France and Germany.
Sometimes one country may contain two groups struggling
against each other for political power. Much of the vio-
lence, discrimination, and prejudice that has divided the
Serbs and Croats in Yugoslavia was of this nature.

A second class of intergroup tensions arises from
differences of religious belief. The history of the West
was marked for many centuries by violence between
Christians and Muslims and later between Catholics and
Protestants. Part of the modern conflict between
Fascism , Communism, and democracy is caused by a
difference in belief, although mést of it is based on a
struggle for political power. Belief differences between
groups frequently involve the notion that nonbelievers are

agents-or advocates of sin, heresy, corruptlon or some

other.form of evil. To persecute them-is to do justice or
perform a-service for. the Lord

Grading men like animals
into higher or lower races

eELIEF differences are especially associated with preju-
dice when one group has.a strongly developed con-
- viction that its own beliefs are superior to all others.
Such an ideology has been more strongly developed in
connexion with the Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and Shin-
toist religions than with the Hindu, Buddhist, Confu-
cianist, and most- forms of pagan religion. It is perhaps
for this reason that prejudice is'more frequently found
where followers of one of the former religions are domi-
nant. This'is true even though some of these rehgmns
con31der unfairness and violence to be abhorrent,

W’hereas intergroup tensions based on the struggle for
‘power or on differences-of belief have existed since the
beginning of recorded history, the third type—racism—
-seems to be largely a modern phenomenon. It was at
least rare ‘until its modern development less than two
centuries ago as a perversion of early biological science,
and it still has not spread much into cultures other than
those of the West

That there were physical differences among people had
always been obvious, of course. Some individuals of
ancient and medieval  times regarded individuals with
different physical features as obnoxious (although others
considered such physical differences to be especially
interesting or desirable). Yet 'all men, whatever their
physical -traits, were regarded as human beings (or at
worst fallen angels) quite dlfferent from the creatures
called animals.

‘When the natural historians of the eighteenth and
garly nineteenth centuries were classifying and describing:

species, they introduced the notion that men were to be
classified into five races, which could be graded like
species of animals, into higher and lower. Scientific
biologists soon corrected this early error by showing that
mankind was of one origin and that racial differences
were later developments, so that no one race could be
ranked higher than any other. Nevertheless, the concept
of races was seized upon and elaborated into a whole
new basis for intergroup antagonism which is now called
racism.

Racism is a set of popular beliefs which includes the
followmg elements:

1. The differences between groups—differences in body
and in mind—are all due to hereditary biology, and
nothing can change them. According to this theory,
for example, if Negroes are, on the average, not as
intelligent as whites, this is due to their heredity and
can no more be changed than their skin colour.
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- 2. A second part of this theory is that habits, attitudes,

beliefs, behaviour and all the things we learn are
determined for us before we are born. For example
according to this popular theory, Jews are born to be
sharp businessmen and Japanese are born to act in an
insincere manner.

- 3. All differences between a minority group and the

. majority group are thought to be signs of inferiority.
For example, according to this popular theory, Jewish
religion, Catholic religion, and the Negro’s expression
of religion are all inferior to the white Protestant’s
religion.

4, If there should be b1010g1ca1 crossing of the groups, the
children will be more degenerate than' either of the
parent groups. Civilization—including family life,
religion and morals—will disappear and men will
become savage animals.. The details of what would
happen if there were “intermarriage” are usually left
to the imagination, and just the ugly word
“mongrelization” is used to suggest the results.

" Because of this, everything must be done to prevent
the two groups from having easy social relations with
each other. For example, if parents allowed a Jewish
boy to “date” a Gentile girl, the two might want to
get married, and the children of such a marriage

- . would be *“lost”—according to this theory. Another

example: if Negroes were allowed to eat in the same
restaurants as whites, they might become so bold as to
ask whites for their daughters’ hands in marriage—
according to the racist theory.

These racist beliefs have become so widespread, so

unconscious, and so traditional among many peoples of
the West that racism may be regarded as an independent
cause of prejudice today. - Some social scientists consider
it to be the only really important kind of prejudice
between peoples, and they use the term “race prejudice”
to refer to all the things 'we are considering in this
study. Where racist beliefs occur they apply as much
to religious groups, national groups, or groups of other
types as to the strictly racial groups defined by anthro-
pologists.

To understand better how racism has become a root of
modern prejudice, it is important to examine its history
in several countries. One of the first countries in which
it developed was the United States. At the beginning of
the nineteenth century Negro slavery was well established
in the United States. Little attempt was made to justify
it, however, except on the grounds of economic conve-
nience and the fact that it had existed for a long time.
Many people, including large slaveholders, were in favour
of abolishing it as incompatible with the growth of
democracy. PreJudlce was not particularly associated
with slavery, since white people accepted freed slaves on
their own merits and since many wealthy white people
allowed their slaves to go free. Certainly there was no
prejudice against Negroes on any of the racial grounds
we have just examined.

Unpleasant jobs to be done
were good enough for slaves

BouUT that time a great new profit was discovered in
A slaves: the invention of the cotton gin and of a
process for extracting sugar from cane, coupled with
new facllities for international trade, made the Southern
States a region of great potential wealth. This required
cheap labour that could be held to the unpleasant task of
growing and picking cotton and sugar cane. Not enough
free people would do this work; not even immigrants from
Europe, brought over especially for the task. So, many
more Negro slaves were brought in (although this was
now illegal); the area of cotton growing was greatly
extended; many people grew 'wealthy rapidly; and the
South mamtamed a precarious dominance of power in
the nation as a whole because of its wealth.

During this period pressures were exerted
to abolish slavery: other counfries were Cont'd
abolishing slavery, it was, now considered
to be immoral and barbarous; and some of
the poor whites of the South did not like

on
page 28
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creates more opportunities for litigation and for
contesting the rules. Give people a grievance and an
enormous amount of time will be spent in indulging
it. The prejudiced peoples of the world impose on
themselves a huge burden simply by obliging them-
selves to decide how and to what extent in specific
cases they shall hold down the people against 'whom
they are prejudiced. This burden has to be measured
in terms of time and mental energy.

Undermines international goodwill

A fourth cost of prejudice is seen most clearly in the
relation between nations today. Each nation is
anxious to gain the good ‘will or respect of other
nations, whether its ultimate aim be peaceful accom-
modation or domination. Diplomacy, international eco-
nomic assistance, participation in '‘world organizations,
and all other governmental activities directed towards
other nations, are aimed at acquiring prestige and
influence. These efforts on the part of some nations
are partially nullified by acts of prejudice within those
nations. Few people will regard with complacency
acts of violence and discrimination against members
pf their own race or nationality in another country.
And many other people wonder whether an ally is to
be trusted if it engages in acts of prejudice against
minority groups. While prejudice is only one factor

among many, a survey of international attitudes today
would show that there is no complete trust or respect

for nations in which prejudice prevails.

The diplomatic efforts and goodwill activities of

these nations cannot have their full influence. This
is especially true when the diplomats themselves
manifest prejudice against their allies.

Fully two-thirds of the people of the world today

are members of races towards whom much prejudice
has been shown. Some of these people have now
formed important nations, and others show signs of
developing in that direction. It is these peoples espe-
cially which regard prejudice in other nations as part
of the foreign policy of those nations. Much of the
rational and expensive efforts in the diplomacy of the
latter nations is thus wasted by prejudice.

Builds barriers to knowledge

Thus far we have been counting the measurable eco-
nomic waste caused by prejudice. There are also psy-
chological forms of waste that cannot be easily trans-
lated into money, time or effort, although their effects
may be more devastating in the long run. Our fifth
damaging effect of prejudice on the prejudiced arises
from the fact that it creates barriers to communica-
tion. A great deal of knowledge and culture is lost

to prejudiced people, because they will not meet and

talk with those 'who have this knowledge and culture.
There is little realization on the part of the preju-
diced of how much they miss in this way, but the
lack of recognition does not alter the fact. As the
hitherto subordinated peoples have secured indepen-
dence, they have turned particular attention to learn-
ing and science. Though they have a great deal of
lag to make up, some of their developments in this
field are already approaching those of the hitherto
dominant peoples. Thus the barrier to communica-
tion created by prejudice is having an ever-increasing
damaging effect on the prejudiced.

Useless outlet for frustration

Prejudice serves as an outlet for frustration, as we
shall have occasion to emphasize later. A number of
studies have shown that the presentation of a frustrat-
ing situation will, in most circumstances, increase
prejudice towards any group that happens to provide
a convenient outlet. Since the prejudices we are
concerned ‘with are manifested by whole groups of
people, the frustrations which give rise to them must
be extensive and serious ones. Such frustrations arise
from external circumstances such as economic depres-
sions, lack of satisfaction in family relations, and so
on. These are admittedly difficult problems. But
prejudice does not solve them. At best it can tempo-
rarily relieve the feeling of frustration. 'This tempo-
rary relief is harmful, since it prevents the search
for, and aection towards, the real solution of the
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frustration. This point will be given fuller attention
in a later section.

Closes the door to progress

Recent researches have shown the correlation between
prejudice and other kinds of rigidity and narrowness,
at least in Western culture. While the cause is not
yet clear, the connexion is so strong that it may fairly
be inferred that the maintenance of prejudice will be
accompanied by a closed mind towards anything new
and an inability to accept and reciprocate fully any
human relationship. Clearly, anyone who has these

personality defects is missing much of what life has
to offer.

Breeding ground for terrorism

Prejudice is partially characterized by fear and
anxiety in relation to the groups against which it is
directed. In Europe during the Middle Ages, many
people terrified themselves and their neighbours with
beliefs that Jews were agents of the Devil and that
they engaged in ritual sacrifices of Gentile children.
Many of the minor Nazis of modern Germany were
convinced that Jews were engaged in an international
plot to enslave their country. Prejudiced people every-
‘where exaggerate the numbers and power of the mi-
nority groups in their home areas. These and other
facts indicate that a feeling of terror is a motive for
an act of terrorism. The fears and anxieties are
- based on false beliefs, but the psychological pain they
cause to those who feel them is real enough. Preju-
dice thus contributes to unhappiness. ‘

Can spread like a contagion

o When prejudice is part of the culture of a people, it
can shift its direction from one group to another.
The history of countries where prejudice has existed
shows that different minorities have been the objects
of prejudice at different times. The objects of preju-
dice are not as stable as is commonly thought. The
immigration of a new nationality group to a country
where prejudice is entrenched—as of Indians to
South Africa or of Chinese to the United States—can
be the basis of a new focusing of prejudice which had
previously been directed to another group. The devel-
opment of tensions between governments—as between
France and Germany in 1914 and 1938 or as between
the Vatican and Germany in the late 1930s—can
become the basis of popular false beliefs and discri-
mination against peoples or religious groups. No
group of people is safe from prejudice ‘when any other
group is already its object.

Ultimate effect: violation of the law

@Closely associated with prejudice is disrespect for law
and unwillingness to settle disputes peacefully. When
one group of people is prejudiced against another
group, it is generally unwilling to apply the usual laws
and standards of behaviour to the persons who are
the objects of prejudice. Violation of the law 'when
it is to be applied to such persons is one of the most
typical forms of discriminatiol. In many countries
of the 'world it has been found that unchecked violence
and deprivation of civil rights directed against one
group can easily spread to all other groups. When
laws are misused or ignored, they become weakened,
and Illegality becomes part of the entire culture.
Where a dangerous cultural practice exists, any person
or group may become its victim. '

Yet there can be little doubt that prejudiced people
believe that prejudice cannot be directed against them
or that it has no harmful effects on them. If they
understood the consequences of their own attitudes and
behaviour, they could at least question their own preju-
dices. This has not only been demonstrated logically,
but also empirically, by direct questioning of prejudiced
people. Even when aware of the action of prejudice on
minority groups, they are not aware of the reaction of
prejudice on themselves. Ignorance of the full conse-
quences and repercussions of prejudice is thus a pre-
condition or necessary cause—although not a sufficient
explanation—of prejudice.

To be continued next month
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Meet the women of Ghana

by Victor Akinyele Williams

¢C HiS is the Ghana Broadcasting System. The
T time is now half past three... Here is the Ewe
‘Woman’s Half Hour Programme.” How often

on tuning in their radio receivers have listeners in
‘West Africa heard the familiar tones of this woman
announcer. And travellers coming over into Ghana
by plane hear the sweet voice of the air hostess
announcing their time of arrival at Kumasi airport.

These are two of the many evidences of women’s
emancipation in Ghana. Women now hold all sorts
of public appointments formerly held by men. 'You
buy your stamps from a 'woman clerk behind the
post office counter, and it is now a familiar sight
in Accra to see a 'woman police officer shepherding
a child across the street, while almost every mail
boat that arrives from abroad brings more Ghanian
women 'who have gone abroad for further study as
social welfare officers, nurses and for other posts.

‘Women compete vigorously in all fields of learn-
ing with men. There are now women doctors,
opticians, physiotherapists and dieticians. There
are women lawyers too, and several Ghanian women
hold high posts in the Civil Service, Wwhile those
with academic degrees work as lecturers in institu-
tions of higher learning.

But 'what of the ordinary house'w1fe? Like
women everywhere she has her share of domestic
chores and troubles—cooking, nursing, laundry and
generally looking after the home. She has her
headaches too, but she keeps cool and level-headed,
for she is not possessed by that demon of the modern
world—worry. She is seldom bored because she is
too busy to 'worry over petty things and she enjoys
her work.

Triumphantly and good-naturedly the housewife
of Ghana combines the tasks of looking after her
home and bread-winning, helping in this way to
supplement the family budget.

How does she do it? Well, let’s start the day with
an average housewife in Accra. She gets up earlier
than any other member of the family, usually about
5 a.m., makes the fire and puts a big pot of water
to boil. 'While the water is heating, she busies her-
self, sweeping the compound and cleaning the
rooms. Within a half hour the water is boiling and
with it she prepares starch for the laundered
dresses, cooks the breakfast for the family, and uses
the remainder for the children’s bath.

Loves pomp, pageantry & colour

children and their father eat theirs and go off

to school and the office. But the housewife
does not breakfast along with the rest. She washes
and starches the dresses which she has soaked over-
night, and bathes her baby—one of the highlights
of her day, for children are adored in Ghana.

By 10 a.m. she is off to the market with her
baby cosily wrapped on her back. First she does
her own domestic marketing, and then branches out
to buy supplies for her ““work”—banana, yam, fish
or whatever her edible merchandise may require.
Some ‘women sell tinned provisions and cigarettes.

In this case let’s assume that our friend the house-
wife sells tataye (fried plaintain). On her return
from market, she makes two fires. On one she pre-

B Y 7 a.m. everything is ready for breakfast. The

pares the family Iunch, and on the other she fries
tataye, fish and probably yam. Soon schoolchildren
from the neighbourhood come streaming into her
compound with their ha’pennies and pennies for
their midday meals. Workers from offices, too,
send messengers for her delicious tataye and fish,
both having been fried to a golden brown colour
with coconut oil. By half past one the tataye is
exhausted and the family cooking is ready. Our
housewife can take a short nap while awaiting her
husband and the children.

Jack of all trades? Maybe, but she is master of
them all. She works hard but she plays hard too
for she believes that “all work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy”.

She loves pomp, pageantry and colour. The
gorgeous multicoloured kente dresses are admirably
suited to her plump figure (one rarely sees a thin
woman in Ghana), her attractive, ebony black
complexion, ivory ‘white teeth and large expressive
eyes. She is fond of the gold jewelry for 'which
Ghana is famous and on festivals and other special
occasions displays heavy rings, bangles, bracelets,
necklaces, brooches for the hair and dress, ear-rings

~d sometimes gold bangles round the ankles.

The ‘Rock’n’ Roll’ of West Africa

a2 'week, usually on Sunday, she spends the

evening at her local club. Besides folklore and
tribal “dancing, our housewife and her friends
indulge in a special kind of music called “High Life”
'with lots of rhythm and a quick tempo, that is very
popular not only in Ghana but all down the coast
from Dakar to Douala. “High Life” is the “Rock’n’
Roll” of West Africa.

Dancing is the number one programme of any
great occasion: a 'wedding celebration or anniver-
sary, the birth of a baby and funerals are all
celebrated with much dancing.

At the theatre and the cinema you will see a host
of women iwith their families, And on the last
week-end of each month Acera’s places of amusement
are thronged with happy married couples. The
same is true of a host of other towns all over the
country—Tamale, Kumasi, Cape Coast all celebrate
the month-end with much felicity.

Do not think for a moment that I am talking
about the sophisticated 'women of Ghana only. No,
I am talking about people from all walks of life,
rich and poor, educated and uneducated (who still
constltute——but increasingly less so—the majority of
the womenfolk of Ghana). ‘They all dance away
their cares with the result that they become care-
free, but, mind you, not irresponsible. Though
plac1d and serene in their outlook on life they are
not unambitious. They are keeping up the struggle
to reduce the gap between themselves and their
more advanced sisters in other lands. In a few
short decades education has brought the 'women of
Ghana out of the misery of illiteracy and supersti-
tion into & fuller and richer life. Today, girls study
not only at the co-educational school at Achimota,
but also at the Kumasi College of Arts, Science and
Technology and the University of Ghana, Accra.
Now, the parliament and not merely the kltchen is
thelr goal. :

S HE loves dancing and singing and, at least once

32




The Unesco  Courier, — July

Letters to the Editor

MAN AGAINST NATURE
Sir,

I recently read with great interest your
report... concerning the plight of the
world’s wildlife populations (January
1958 issue). Possibly, coming from your
great organization, people will be stirred
into some type of positive action. In
a small local way, this non-profit orga-
nization (Alberta Wildlife Tours) has
been endeavouring to foster interest in
wildlife preservation and conservation,
by showing productions of 25 mm. col-
our slides, and 16 mm. wildlife motion
pictures throughout the schools and to
the public in this province. We have
shown to over 32,000 people, mostly in
the rural areas, and purely on a spare
time basis with no financial support
from any source. Only constant pres-
sure of a national or world-wide scope
will help to save what we have left.
Congratulations on your fine effort to
awaken Man “The Destroyer”.

Edgar T. Jones
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Sir,

We should like to offer our congratu-
lations on your issue of January, 1958.
Your magazine emphasizes the impor-
tance of natural balance in the animal
world and the need to guard against

its disturbance, and for this reason it .

should be widely distributed and read
in all countries.
J. Dumont
Editor-in-Chief,
“La Tribune des Eleveurs et
des Agriculteurs”, Brussels
Sir, )

I read in your January issue, “Austra-
lia protects its remarkable natural
features and its marsupials—kangaroos,
koala bears, Tasmanian wolves and dev-
ils and curious duck-billed platypus.”

We in Australia do possess some of
the most fascinating wild life, but it is
depressing to know that so many species
are extinct or on their way to inevitable
extinction. The main reasons for this
are that although some animals are
protected, the restrictions are not far-
reaching enough. The policing of this
protection is insufficient and there are
too few natural reserves to save many
species. It is of universal importance
that Australia’s wild life be preserved.
There is great opportunity for naturalists
interested in this work in Australia, to
act before it is too late.

Antony Symons (aged 15)
Sydney, Autralia

IN DEFENCE OF THE GOAT
Sir,

Members of the British Goat Soci_ety
have drawn my attention to the article
contained in the January issue of THE

UNesco COURIER, relating to the goat
and written by Mr. Raymond Furon.

This Society considers that the goat,

when managed in a proper manner, is
a most useful animal which produces
milk and, to a lesser extent, meat, skins
and hair under certain conditions which
are not favourable to cattle e.g. climatic
conditions and lack of space. The subs-
tance of Mr. Furon's article as to the
destruction that can be wrought by goats
is probably true but it would seem that
your organization would be doing good
work if it could educate people keeping
goats to look after them in a proper
manner. Controlled grazing, electric
fencing and isolation in limited areas are
all surely steps in the right direction.

My Society has done much to im-
prove the breeding of goats and has
exported first class pedigree stock to all
parts of the world. The members of
my Society who have written to me did,
however, feel that the destructive nature
of the goat has been over-emphasized
and the benefits derived from the use
of goat’s milk forgotten. It has been
proved on many occasions that goat’s
milk is of great help to children and
old people and often helps cure cases
of eczema and asthma which are caused
by an allergy to beef protein absorbed
through the consumption of cow’s milk
and beef products.

H.R. Fortescue

Chairman, The British Goat Society

Norfolk, England

EDITOR'S NOTE: Of course, the goat it
a most useful animal if it is managed prop-
erly; the trouble is that untill recently it
has not been managed at all, and then only
in countries where there is an awareness of
the havoc it has wrought; elsewhere (parti-
cularly in the Mediterranean region) the
goat has for centuries been spreading the
desert wherever it has set foot. It is true,
the problem does not exist in Great Britain.

ARTISTS IN PARIS
Sir,

As a painter I read with much interest
the article “Young Artists in Paris”

(THE UNesco CoOURIER, April, 1958),
and, according to the definition given

* (*A painter is young at 60, if he has

not yet made his name”), I can classify
myself among the young ones as I shall
not be sixty until next year.

I can tell you from first-hand expe-
rience that the material difficulties to
which you refer are very real. I married
young and have two children and I have
many times found myself faced with this
dilemma: Should I subject my wife and
children to the risk of a precarious
existence—or should I give up painting?
But it is not possible to abandon one’s
art, unless one’s passsion for it is super-
ficial—and such is not the case for me.

So, in order to balance the family
budget I have very often had to take
up other, more lucrative kinds of work,
though without ever abandoning my
palette completely. If I also tell you
that I have very independent views on
art, that I do not belong to any particu-
lar school or group of artists and that I
have never wished to imitate any of the
well-known painters—though sometimes

asked to do so by certain art dealers—
you will understand that there are many
factors which mitigate against achieving
success.
P. Malard
Paris
Sir,

I have just read with great pleasure
your April, 1958 issue with the articles
on: “Gypsies, Wanderers for Two
Thousand Years” by Gerald Barry and
“Young Artists in Paris”, by Professor
Jacques Pinset.

Both articles have the same ‘Leit-
motiv’: Wanderers, artists: lovers of Na-
ture and often lonely dreamers—Bohe-
mians all. I have lived and worked as
an English Artist in Paris for 49 years.
I left my studio in the old Rue du
Dragon many years ago, but remember
with pleasure the many evenings spent
in Le Pére Chambon’s old ““D6me” and
at the “Rotonde” in Montparnasse and
Frede’s “Lapin Agile” in Montmartre
with Warnod, Dorgeles, Vlaminck, Pi-
casso and many others. I do not know
what things are like in the *‘Quartier”
now, but, as Professor Jacques Pinset
writes: “‘La Vie de Bohéme’ is a thing
of the past”. It was good to read that
both Montparnasse and Montmartre still
vie for the honours of being the most
flourishing artist’s quarter in Paris, as
they will remain for many years.

Morse-Rummel
Paris

TEEN-AGERS STUDY UNESCO
Sir,

I wish to express my pleasure in the
continued high quality of THE UNEsco
CourieR. I have been a reader and
subscriber for some few years and, in
my capacity as librarian, have found the
publication most useful, both for source
material in its varied fields, and for its
interest and entertainment value to both
students and staff of the school.

Owing to the apparently increasing
world-wide problems relating to youth-
ful vandalism and anti-social behaviour,
would it be possible to produce at least
one issue covering successful positive
approaches to these problems, or dis-
cussing the causes and background?

Lists of suitable “teen-age” literature,
films and other suitable teen-age mate-
rials available for parents and teachers
would certainly receive much apprecia-
tion from all concerned.

I should be grateful if you could
arrange to forward suitable library and
display material publicizing the work of
UNEsco to the children who are cover-
ing the work of your organization for
social studies. Our boys concerned in
this study, are aged from 12 years to
17% years of age.

E. Kibel
Moorabbin, Vie, Australia

EDIOR'S NOTE: A list of available
Unesco information materials has been
sent to our correspondent.
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From the Unesco Newsroom..

B TIDAL WAVE WARNINGS : An
international system to give warn-
ing of tidal waves was forseen by
the Ezxecutive Commitiee of the
World Meteorological Organization
meeting recently in Geneva. Tidal
waves are caused by underwater
earth tremors, tropical storms and
other geophysical phenomena and
often cause enormous destruction
and loss of life in coastal areas.
For this reason the Committee
considered that there must be in-
ternational investigations into the
formation of tidal waves, and that
the results of research should be
shared between nations. This
would lead to the planning of an
international warning system. The
International Union for Geodesy
and Geophysics (¢ member of the
International Council of Scientific
Unions, which receives financial
support from UNEsco) was asked to
deal with the oceanographical
and seismological aspects of the
problem.

AUSTRALIA’S SUN FURNACE:
A special solar furnace is being
constructed by Australian scientists in
the grounds of Sydney University and
'will be used to test the resistance of
metals to temperatures of 3,000 to
4,000 degrees centigrade. Its main
feature will be a 65 foot four- legged
tower which 'will support a concave
paraboloidal mirror 12 feet in dia-
meter. This mirror will collect sun-
licht reflected onto it by another
mirror on the ground. Material to be
"tested will be lowered to where solar

SUBSCRIPTION
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THE UNESCO COURIER

Fill in this subscription blank and mail

it with your cheque or money order

to our local agent in your country
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EUROPE'S WORKERS GO A-VISITING

VER 1,000 people from 20 European countries will travel abroad this year on
UNESCO-orgenized study tours which enable workers to meet men qnd women
who earn their living in the same woy in other countries.

Some visits made possible by this year's programme :
Council of Trade Unions, Moscow are booked for visits to German cities; co-operative
employees from the Central Union of Consumers Co-operative Societies of the U.S.S.R.
in Moscow will visit Stockholm ; Swiss workers will visit Holland, Denmark, Belgium,
Italy and Germany ; Danish night-watchmen, Belgian building workers, Dutch and Finnish
co-operative employees and Finnish education associction students will travel to Switz-
French gas and electricity workers will visit Greece and Greek workers will

UNESCO study tours began in 1952 and since then 6,170 workers have benefited
by them. This year trips are planned for 57 groups of from 8 to 25 persons, although
this represents only a fraction of the number of requests received.
cover the cost of travel between countries while workers’ organizations, employers or
the workers themselves meet all other expenses.
$40,000 to the study tours while organizations will spend approximately $120,000.
group is received by a kindred associction for @ programme of studies in the host
country or countries, coveriag living and working conditions, education, social welfare,

Members of the All Union Central

UNESCO grants

This year UNESCO will contribute
Each

heat can be concentrated onto a
small area of its surface.

@ ALL ABOUT ANTHROPOLOGY:
Scholars around the world have
contributed to the International
Bibliography of Social and Cul-
tural Anthropology, a world-wide
survey of literature in these fields,
whose first edition (bilingual: Eng-
lish French) was recently pub-
lished by UNEesco in its series of
studies, Documentation in +the
Social Sciences. The book was
prepared by the International
Committee for Social Sciences
Documentation co-operating with
the International Congress of
Anthropological and Ethnological
Sciences. It can be obtained from
UNEsco National Distributors (See
list opposile page), price $5.50;
27/6; 1,650 Fr.fr.

HOUSEWIVES’ HOLIDAYS:
More than 10,000 Norwegian house-
wives 'will benefit from a free fort-
night's holiday during 1958 and 1959.
The Norwegian Government will allo-
cate more than $150,000 to 24 organi-
zations and institutions providing
holiday facilities to needy housewives.
Funds will also be available for chil-
dren under ten years of age accom-
panying their mothers.

m BAN ON OPIUM GROWING:
~Afghanistan has informed the U.N.
Commission on Narcotic Drugs that
it will ban cultivation and export
of opium. Cultivation of the poppy
has long been an important source
of income for the population in
parts of Afghanistan. To offset
the economic effecis of the ban,
the Afghanistan Government has

asked the U.N. for aid in rehabili-
tating displaced farmers and in
maintaining living standards in the
provinces affected.

B URAL SCHOOL PROBLEMS:
A total of 250 million children in
the world’s rural areas still have no
schools and even in educationally ad-
vanced countries, *“one teacher”
schools predominate. One of the
most pressing needs for the extension
of compulsory education is the impro-
vement of rural education. The In-
ternational Conference on Public
Education which meets each year in
Geneva to discuss current educational
problems has therefore chosen for its
themes this year, “Facilities for edu-
cation in rural areas” and “The pre-

. paration and issues of the primary

school curriculum.” Convened jointly
by UneEsco and the International
Bureau of Education, the Conference
will take place between July 7 and
16. Ninety countries have been invit-
ed to send representatives.

‘

B UNESCO CLUBS IN FRANCE:
There are now Some 350 UNESCO
Clubs in France whose activities
range from the organization of
travel abroad through contacts
with other clubs (UNEsco Clubs
now exist in ten countries) lo dis-
cussions on international problems.
Recently members of the French
UNEsco clubs met at Boulouris, on
the French Riviera, to discuss the
further development of the move-
meni. These clubs are usually
attached lo secondary schools, but
an increasing number of youth or-
ganizations in France are becoming
interested in the idea, and several
clubs have been formed in youth
-hostels and similar groups.

IMPRIME EN FRANCE,

Imp. GEORGES LANG, PARIS.
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