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Observe.tions on "A_rt Education for Children"

- ®rome

bys Vige Langevin, Group leader at the Seminnr on the Visual Arts in General
Bduecs.tion.

The recommondations put forwmrd in the post fifty years by nine Cone
sresses of drawing teachers, the resecrch vnderta’en by teache:s, psycho-
logists ond artists, cnd thelr cdvocnev of more snd longer art education,
and of the pursuit oi' culture for its ovm sake, would cppear to hove in-
fluenced ‘che piblic authorities in France cnd to have awckened & response
among individucls,

It would seem thot the pr;nclples emerzin:, from those recommendctions,
from research, cnd from propagenda in general, are mow anplied, in theory
if not in fact,

Educx tion for all

.o P St -

All children are given some instruction in art without charge.

Froedom of oxpression

—na— e cme cm & Swnes

Children cre tllowed te use their pencils ~nd paint-brushes to e:press
whet is in their minds, Their worl is trected mith respoct, carefully kept,
end shown for people te admire,

Culture Tor cultare's sole

———. et + B e e . e memume

Children hcve an “opportumity to acquir: o wrider and more general cule
2l background then is strictly necessary for their futuwre profession.

Free 111:.1::. tive for teachers

——— o ——

Teachers cre left free to mike their owm choice from o very wide pro-
groxme cnd a voried range of methods, They are assisted with cdvice, tesxtt-
books =nd reports on other people's experience,

Adnptetion to the requ :irements of teaching

- et o a- Y

The equipment of drawing studios is, to o creditcble extent, adapted to
the new necds,

Additioncl educr:. ulon out of school and ¢ i‘ter school

———- " ¢ mat.e-e -

Young people hzme opportl."nit:.os Yo sec works of ort, cnd are able to
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moke their owmn free choice amonpg the wvarious organizotions aveilable to help
them broaden their lmowlodge of art cnd train their taste,

Art cvpprenticeship

. MAdolescents who cre abtbtracted to the proctice of tho arts as o profes-
sion are given thorough treining without bics in cny one direction.

Those who have a ronl wocation for art find those older thon themselves
ready and willing to tell them nll thev lmow,

Those who have sufficient enthusiasm and self-denicl to teach may enter
the twrochera! training colleges, where thev aro trained for their future work,

The treining of tecchers and the improvement of their stotus

S ¢ S g - ——  —— 00w U

Art teachers are novw recognized ~s members of . profession in which
they find collecguos with an equivnlent cultural background holding tho
srme diplomns as they do themselves. Conditions of employment comparable
with those of other teachers gucrcntee them a fitting standnrd of living.

The situction thorefore cnpenrs to be satisfactory, Is it so in fact?
Bducation for oll

In 1951, wo find thero ore 1,200 quclified crt teachers for five million
children; if we count tenchers in rpprenticeship schools rnd ort colleges,
prebe.tloners cud temvorar:s tecchers, ve arrive ot o figure of rpproximctely
2,000,

There are 10,000 corezmmnzs in Fraonce, On the cssumpbion that one temcher
enn serve two cormunes, there are etill 36,200 in which ort teaching has to
be left in the honds of the ordincry schoolmaster or schoolmistress. The
latter, whom we mav call "primcry art teachers” number 80,000, Hany of
them have only o slight lmovledrs of cort, os the study of drowing is con-
sidered to be of little importonce in tocchers' training colleges. Moreover,
there is not 2lvtws any real atiempt te interest students in art, for time
is short and projudice cad convention frovm uponr thz sunply of resources
for this purpose, Some of the more ziited tenchers study art for themselves
and are constantly improvins their knowledge cnd skill, They then exert
thamselves ts troin their pupils systomatically.

It may be cdded that 13,000 of these 80,000 teachers ore in charge of
single classzs of children whoso cges roenve from six to fifteen ond vho core

divided into three groups., In such circimsionces, art education becomes still

more difficult,

Children attendinz independent or private schools have no compulsory
drawing syllabus, Some of the independsnt schools hove difficulty in finde-
ing qualified teachers or competent artists, as the sclaries they pay their
stafl are vorv low. At best, it mar be presumed thot about o guorter of
our French children are givon satisfactory art instruotion for o long enough
poriocd br competent teachers, For all these reasons, ve find glaring ine
equalities., Primary schools in the country distriocts and in the provinces
" in goneral are less fovourably placed than the schools in towns cnd in Paris,
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but there are also inoqualities botiwmwen the new type of soccondiry school ond
the older, clcssical schools,

Freedom of expression

It hos not been ecsy to ensure thet the childron are given froe rein,
In fect, not all of thon are oven theorstically left freec,

Even though children ars allorod to work cecording to thoir own in-
clinc.tions, and to expross what theyr see and think as they like in mony
schools, therc cro limitctions to their freedom, vhich is restricted by
the very larre syllobus of directed work, the compulsory use of certnin
motoricls, cnd the rigidit;- of certoin mothods which the pupils are obliged
to fellow,

There is too ofien talk of "mistckes" which must be "“correctod", too
much insistence on accuracy, too much emphasis on morks”, so thnt drowings
can be "elossifiod" end the "best" selected os modols to be imitctod, while
the vorst are held up to ridicule,

That froedom can thore be whon the mnterinls for its expression are no
better thon o sheet of scrap paper and c bad lend pencil?

Besides those restrictions homperinz e child's spontaneity, some tec-
chers fail to undorstond the meaning of the term "free drawing", If it is
simply o quostion of checking the meniucl dev:lopment of children attending
nurscry schools or kindergartens, or of porfecting their sensory training,
froe drawing is o very uscful instrument. But the artistic wlue of o
drawing by on older ch:.ld done freely, depends poritly on the pictures vhich
meet the child's oye at home, in tho street and at school., His imczincbion
neods food to stimulate it, He noeds to learn wvarious technical skills,
which provide -~ stimulus far more necessary for “free drawing" thon for
other types of drawing.

The misdiracted willingmess, or the laziness, which lends o teachor to
say nothinz and teach schoolchildron nothing, with the objoct of loaving
thenrn "free", robs thot froedom of its value,

The position of teachers with regnrd o instructions and syllobuses

e e eimom- e 1 e e m N Ewe = v S ® s ormSemes woman—

It is by no means gonorally admitted that the norrow limitotions of
drowing - os it used to “be undorstood = noed to be rols .xcd todnv, It has
been ecsy to sccure the rocogaition of drowing os o means of expression
genor'\lly employcd in schools; .it is rothor more difficult to get poople
to ogreo that it oan be r means of acouiring knowledge and culbure; and
it is far hordor to mrko them sec that the formntion of shapes and lines
should be =~ disinterostod plezsure.

When thoso rQSponsiblo for drawing up school syllabuscs, under pressure
from public opinion or o detormined roformer, hove belntodly cdopted the now
theories put foriard by outsiders, their instructions in turn have boen obeyed
with erleoulrted tardiness.

There is & gulf, whose width may vary groeatly, betwoon the instructions
given to art teachers cnd their application in practics. Teachers are not
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glven to acesoting nevw theorics oithor quiclkly or without rosistonce; nor
are they vwory recdy t» ~dopt now methods of work. Thoy are givon neithor

time to study in dotnil what they have %o teach, nor spocinl rewnrd £
extra offort entailed, moe pe or tho

The rosistaince which has beon offersd by somo teachors ey be oicusod
by tho almost insuperable diffiecultiss thoy howro to cope with in covering on
extromoly wide srllcbus with very scant matericl resources ond with o tiroe
table which is steadily being cut down - ncodless %o sy, drawing is tho
first subject to suffer whon o time-toble is tightonod, Whnt is the use
of one hour o wool whon wo considor how long it tekos to gct the children
settled in the clossroom ond to tidy up ofter the lesson? Whot con bo done
to induce pupils in the senior closses of secondafy schools to toke an
optlicon:.l course in droving in spite of thoir ovorw=hoavy prosramme of othor
work?

On tho othor hond, tho efforts of the teachors thomsclvos are not alwoys
encourcged; tho idoas they put forwerd are ill roceived, if not curtly
turndd dewm, by o strict headunstor or mistress,

In some coses, too, tho liberal dircctions issucd by administrative
authorities hnve no offect, The iden of extendins children's ortistic
activities to toke in now techniques sometimes remcins z dead letter,
beeruse noither timo nor fimds are sufficient to allovr pupils to ongoge in
such cctivitios, -

Exhibitions

Tho result of tho new methods proctised by childron cnd translated
into drawinns and prnintings con be socon today in numorous exhibitions,
Their mmber and thoir freruoncy do not provent us from somotimes being
ghooltod bv ths contrast betreen the smrll omownt of offort made to encourage
the child to draw and theo troutle tken ’cq show its work to tho public,

The works exhibited are not -~lveys chosen so o8 to show o definito ode
- vanco or evon the siirhtest artistic difforence from former mathods,

All tho samec, such oxhibitions cre indispensable, They are our moons
ol discovorin:; nud appreeicting tho odusationnl methods originated by “arious
tecchors, and they onanble us to =nnlyse tho children's acquired skills,

Looking at the vmll covered with children's work, ve con see how little
youthful wigour is produced by thoe cducationdl systom of one Stote or anothor
end tho poor quality of the rcsults obtoined. Therc clso we can clcorly
porceive tho vitnlity or originnlity of educational theories which roceive
scont appreciation in official circles,

To show on whe.t a viriety of ground this good seed hos fallon I might
mention omonzst othors tho little school of Chassieu in tho Isdre, the Crouse
School in Picardy, thet of St. Poul do Vence, the infrnt schools ot /ingoers
end Rosoy-sous<bois - cll primary schools; jmmnol Colloge (which is on
"indopondent" school), ‘tho Ecole des Rochos, tho Colldge do la dJonchdre,
the Acodémioc du Joudi ~nd tho "Petite Ecole" which is o privnte foundation;
© - tho School of Fine irts ot Dijon ond thot ob Bourges,. the Colloge of St’

. Louis in Alscce, tho Jonson do Sailly end Joan Baptiste Say lyocbes, which
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aro sdcondnry schools; ond an approcicble numbor of primary schools in
Porise

The present quality of children's pointing as seon in exhibitions has
mnde o8 groat a-stir o8 any new art movomont, It proclainms the supromccy
of audncity over tochnieal skill, of self-exprossion over finesse, We find
brocd effocts rathor than o,.o.ctltudo the juxtaposition of unoxpected tonos
rathor than brilliant colour, forceful values, firm draughtsmanship, gonuine
sonsibility and ¢ romnrlkable feeling for composition which almost instinct-
ively achicvos a balonce betwoen colowr and lino,

The education which the child hns roceivod seoms to cllow it first of
all to oxpress itself, Bosidos thcse two charancteristics vhich are clocrly
visible, it is not out of plaze to aclknovledgo the far from nogligible part
somotimos plcyod by chancs or the unconscious,

Various kinds of equipmont

The excollont rosrlts obtoincd in the particular cndes degcribed above
woro not nchicved without matorial equipment. But some schools snd somo
districts lnck eny equipment at all, In Paris and the big tovmns o limited
but usoful quontity of artists® materials is provided for tho childron free;
tho rost they hove to supply for thomsclvos. In tho provinces this cquip-
rmont consists only of poncils ond exorciso books, so that tho purchrse of
the nocessary matericls in art schools is of'ten o rathor hea'v'r burden on
tho studont unlscss ho hos won o scholarship,

At the prosent time, a tiny minorit- of orimory schoolchildren have
their drowing lessons in classrooms oquipped for the purpose, Very ofton
these ¢lassrooms are used by childron who caunot be accommodated in thoe
school,

Tn secondrr- schools, on the other hnnd, clthough the pupils supply
their own mnterials, the art cloassrooms thomsolves are guiic well-equipped.

Out=of-school and aftor-school cducation
It is o fact that severnl or-enizntions vio with ecch other in furthor-
ing ort cducation among childron and cdolescents. Do the latter take advan-
tngo of these opportunitios? In what vy do thoy do' 80o? Homowork, help=~
ing in the house, and the noed to play leave children little freedom.s In
Poris meny paronts are unwilling to let their children go about aloue;
othors leave thom ontiroly to themselves, aond do nothing to encouraze thom
to ombrrk on any suggosted art nctivitios,  Often, tho price of the mpo-
osscry weokly Metro ticket alone, and tho subscription, hovover smnll, bo
encblo 'lim child to attond the olcas are beyond their means,:

‘Few aro tha fevourod distriots whére tho shopwindows offer to the oye
beoutiful objocts tastofully displived. Many guarters prosent but shoddy
goods to tho viow of the passer-by., :

et for Schools" is o formuln thot hre achioved a desorved suscosse
The questions it .raises comnot be dealt with in a few linos, All too often
"Art for Schools" moons school picturcs and textbook illustrations of
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quostionnblo artistic vnlue choson, not by tho drawing mistors, if such there
Yo, but at tho bazhost of haophnzord administrativo orders,

Anothor Iind of pictorinl cducntion is froquontly pgiven to school-
children in tho form of strip cartoons which fill tho prges of the droeary
and hermful children's journals or "ecomics",

¥hexn tho child's taste outgrows "comics", tho picture tho adoloscont
most Irocuontly buys, preserves cnd pins up on the wnll is the frightful
Tertistio" posteard, as wvulgor in black and white as it is in colours, The
emotionel pleonsure it rives him may oxouso his ovm bod toste, but it does
not excuse the publishors nor the people who draw tho originels, Genuinc
artists ought to supply -oung peoplets demrnid for those posteards so that tho
windows of tobacconists cnd newsagents might displav cards of good tostoe
both fron the crtistic and omotionel point of viow,

In Paris young people ocan find antidotes to this poison, but in the
country it is moro diffiocult, ,

Lrb o.ppron'!;}co' ship

It is not clwmys oasy for studonts to pass from one coursc of studies
to another, Thore are are-linits to bec overcome, or difficult oxaminctions
to bo tekene Onco brought under o “"school™ rogime, the pupil finds so few
signposts to gnlde him that it is difficult for him to coquire enough gen-
eral culturo bofore toaking up art studics, wless he is vory cdvemcoed for
his age or has a groat deal of time, ‘

The profession of decorater.)s still, today, ¢ branch of art in which
youn; peoplo find the bost oponings. It is howovor n carcer that is somo-
vhnt oheney, by roason of chonges of frshion and tho uncertain domand,
There may bo brilliant openings 'for o fow, bub, gonorally spoaking, docoro=
ting work is not vory woll paid, ' !

Students of the major arts face oven more discouraging conditions, if
thoy herre no means of thoir own,

Tho poriod dovotod to studica, tho 4imo that must elapse bofore they
coquire on initial mastery of art, ond tho furthor intorvel thet must pass
bofore thoy can succeed in becoming woll kmowm ~ all this tkos a nmumbor

of yours,

Tho Fine Arts School oonfers mony prizes and awnrds, bubt comparatively
fow studonts con bonefit from tham, Hore more thon aonywhere loaus on trust
(similer to those given for the publication of dissertotions) should be
advonced to emable thoso rocciving thom to arrance oxhibitions of their
work, Advonces for the purchmse of mterials are too smnll, and scholor-
ships are noithor mmorous nor largo enough, Young artists working in toams
nmight bo commissionod for work; "group" studios might bo set nside for
thory and they might roceive o pronter mensuro of fiscol exemption, to
tido them ovor yoors in which thoy may ¥ecoive no orders.

The diffioult position of many studonts has boon aggravated, in recent
yoars, through thoir oxpressing wiows on nosthotics that bring thom into

~conflict with some of thoir too acndemically-minded toachers,
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It would be pointlcss, todny, to decide in fovour of one school or
onother; but it ies roasoncble that youns people should espouse the cruse
of now art or some contomporery art "roanissanco', It would bo a mistake
to doflect thom from their presoat toste cithor for tho cbstract or'populist®
realisn,

The training of teachors

Thore wos udmittodly o need for = neow type of Toachers! Training
Colloge, to provide toachers swrith & frosh ocutleok, In point of fact,
hotwover, the right to train futwre teochers is monopolizod by a number of
Toochors! Troining Schools, administored di.t‘forently, but 2ll informed by
the scmo spirit, It is the toachers of thosc 'schools alone that constituto
the "in-bred" adjudicators who award diplomns,

The rosult has boen a vory morked unifornity, which almost loads one
to profor tho type of treining, varied and iacdeguato thouzh it wes, thet
obtained sumc yoors ago - it vms at loast "alive',

It would be of pgroct bomefit to imbroduco o reform vwhich, in tho first
nlace, would institubo a now systom of roeruiting c.djudicotors, whereby that
diversit- which is oxpressive of toachors! porsonclitios would be preserved.

]}_rlprng:nﬂnt of the ;bcc.c’xors' werlcing conditions mnd status
7o hevo alreoady omphrsizod the difficult conditions in which drawing
toochors hovo to work., There are the shortago of matsrinls; the cramped
space in the clossrooms; the restrictions upon the childron's novoments;
ho lack of modols; the inc.doquote number of hours devotod to drawings
end the fixing of those hours at times when the pupils ore fovling most
tired, Much of tho exiguous time aveilable is spont over arranging the
classroom and tldying up cfterwards, How, in anv case, oon the toocher
dovote propor individunl sttention to 30 or LO pupils?

Morally, too, the drawing tencher's position is extremely unsatisfactory,
As drowing occupios o vory small place in tho school time-table, .and des
~not foatwre at all in tho oxcminations, tho drawing toachor is rorely rated
.8 highlyr as his eollongucs, oithor by tho headnmestor, the porents or, indsed,
the children themsclvos, Moreover, pupils, parents and hoadmasters nlikoe
oro owero that tho drowing toachor is loss woll poid than tho teachors of
other subjects, though tho teaching procoess must necesserily be lengthior
in his case than in theoirs,

Yot this "poor rolation" in the toaching profossion, who plays this
thankloes part and fulfils this Cifficult task, is Just s much imbued cs
are his colleoopgues with whot Profossor Paul LMGL'VIN has callod "thnt concern
to onhance tho cultural value of ovory branch of lmowledge cnd of evory
discipline”. ind that is onough to shod lustro on his daily toil.




