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Art Instruction in Itoly

It is only natural that, in o country world-famous as the home of the
arts, the teaching of art should occupy in the general educational systom
o for more importont place than is usunlly the coses

The purpose of this instruction is not mercly to sntisfy the spiritual
and cultural noeds of o people instinetively drown to tho idecls ‘of beauty cnd
harmony, but to oncourage tho growth of new forces thot may rovive ond pore
petuate the Italicn tradition of art and clivillzation,

Art tecching in Itnly is grectly cssistoed by tho foct that noarly 2ll
“the towmns, lorgo cnd smnll, have priceoless trensures in their rmscums, churches,
public buildings cnd private homes, cs well as momments ropreseatative of

every periocd and style,

To this must be ndded tho becuty of the noturcl scens which nrompts
the children - who are specinlly giftod - to make sketches of laadseape and

figures In mevement,

THE RURSERY SCHOOL

The presont curriculum encourages children to make freo drowings, on
paper or slates, with the traditionnl mctorinls: colourcd peneils and chalk,

In cddition, pupils mnke group compositions on the ground or on some
flet surfoece with anmy moterinl that comes to hand -« branches, lecves, flowers,

sholls and differont-colournd pebblos,
THE PRIMARY SCEOOL

The 1945 curriculn, modelled on thosc of 11 Novombor 1923, vhich wore
drevm up as the result of tho Gontilo roform, itsclf modified in 193l for
political rothor than cducational reasons, urge tonchers to discipline artistio
talent, but at thc scme timo to lcave pupils the utmost freedom to draw what

they think best or vhat they liko most, ' i
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Even if they arc sonowhat crude, the first efforts should not be dis-
peragods it is the teacher's duty to judge thoem on thoir strict morits, giving
tho pupil any nocessary advico and cndeavouring to find out what he is foeling
and has attomptoed to oxpross in his sinple WY e ‘

A 48 for froe drawing, other subjoots as woll moy suggest themes and
moans of oxproession, Furthernmore, tho toacher should encblc his pupils to
grasp such deteils o8 are often poorly conveyed - proportions, perspective,
colour and aho.pe. .
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The purposo of drawing tochniquo iz to ennble pupils to roprosont whot
_thorr wish to with theo fullost possiblo mastoery., They should bec shown vorious
objucts ir differcnt positions, so o6 to give thom o leenor or at loast o
botsor sorsc of proportion rnd to dovelop their powers of observation.

Goomotric dosign bosod on acturl objocts 1s vory usoful cithor for the
applicaticn of geanctry lessons or as c proacticnl exercise,

Oponenir schools or cny lessons held ocutside offor grect scope for
drowing, ns pupils mey bo loft freoc to copy from nnture whole laiadscepos, or
sucl. dotr.ils as treocs, otce

Tho tnste of schoolchildren is inproved by an intelligent study of
tho works of the srert mostors of Italian painting, sculpturoc cnd architecture
dowm the conturics,

Sttisfactory reosults are clso obtrined with the holp of good colour
or black-and=-white reproductions,

, Tho prinary school curriculas do not sot aside & great docl of time
for crt torching, However, it should be ndded thot this subjoct is intimately
linkod with the gonorcl syllobus and keops pace with the pupil's goaeral
dovelopmente

SECOND: RY SCHOOLING

"SCUOL:: MEDIA" (Middle School)

On lenving thc primory school, pupils spend threec years of their
sacondery school-life ot the "Scuola Media", where they rcceive two hours!

instruction in drawing o voeks

In the first form they arc oncourcred to develop their powers of
8olf-oxprossion which were dofective ot tho primary school lovel, All self-
oxprossion is prampted by thought rnd by feeling - which provide the impetus
for movement and bring into cction not only the vocal chords but also the
hands ond arms, so thot voice and gesture combine in en effort to convey words
end forms, Boering in nind these reflexes, tonchers cncourage their pupils
to treoo with thoir forefinger, over and over until tho movement becamos
instinctive, the outline of certoin forms which attract their attention or
appecl to their feolings.

Iﬁ the sccond yearr's drewing lessons, ‘the representntion of objects
is Prcilitoted by the use of such aids as surfeces ruled in squares, which
holp to keop the deteils of tho drawing in correct proportione

By the third year, pupils taught by this method coquire sane pro-
ficioncy in the drawing of figures. '

_ The toochor mey give guidance in tochnique and in the mothod to be
adoptod to mako, the best use of colours (oil ond m.ter-_-colcur). The less. |
giftod pupils will morely do simple decorative drowings cnd geometric designs,
" exorcices.in porspoctive, graphs, ond drowings oif mechinory, otce
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"LICEO SCIENTIFICO"(Scionce High=School)

In the first cnd sccond yocrs of the "Licco Scientifico", throe
hours rro sot acide for drawing onch weck, o cgainst two hours in the third,

fourth and fifth ycors,

Pupils in thcso schools pacs frcem the obsorretion of anture - on
which tho "Scuole kodia" conccntreted - to the study of the most important
momumonts, from encicat timos dovm to the present. Faithful black-cnd-whito
and colour roproductions or films aro useds

Pupils crn thus study the different styles and nenncrs of the most
famous artists and, once thoy hove gracped o .work os o wholc and in cll its
dotoils, and it hos trkon cleecr sheope in their minds, they are cnxious to
copy it, using thoir own mecns cnd favourite techniques, TUTvery work of art
must, of course, be studiod in relntion to its particulnr historic sotting,

The teaching of Art history goes hand in hond with thc toaching of
general history and drawing, so thet the three subjocts bocomo o joint study,
onche shedding light oa the othors,

"ISTITUTO MAGISTRALE" (Tonchers' Treining Colloge)

it toochors' training collogos, under the present system, two hours!
tuition in drawing nnd art history is provided cach weck throughout the four-
yoor courso,

Horc the guiding principlo of drawing instruction is to give tho
prospective teachior cnse ond skill in the uso of drawing as = means of
expression, so that he mey make his lessons clearer and more concrete and bo
instrumontal in inoculeoting a finer nosthotic approciation in the hamo, the
school and the country as o wholo,

The sole ain of instruction in drawing thoory is to develop telent
and skill, .

. In prosont-day syllobuses tho cttontion of pupils is dirocted to tho
specinl applicotions of art in tho typieczl ond bostelmown industrios of Italy,
The "Scuola Meogistrele"” concontratos mainly on drawing fram noturc, copocially
in the first yoar, and tho copying of compositions, decorative motifs and

idoographs,
"SCUOLA PROFZSSIONALE" (Vocational Trrining School)

: In the vocationel training schools four hours cre set aside for
drowing onch weck in the first yecar, and two in tho second. Tho presont
syllabus proscribos linear drawing of simple motifs composed of segments and
goanetric figures, applicoble in simple craftwork,

Obsecrvotion and drawing from nobure arc the favourite exorcisecs, In
tho seccond class, geometric figures end drawings fran ncture may be combined
in geometric compositions besed on decorctive potterns found in tiling,
mosnics and matorials, -
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"ISTITUTC TECHICO IWDUSTRILLE" (Tochnical Industrisl
Iastitute)

. Trosc schools sct a gsyllnbus of technicel design, verying according
to the course tokon (6 hours in the first year, L hours in the socond, third
cnd fourth yoirs and 6 hours in the fifth yoar of the industrisl coursc for
mochenionl onrineers; 6 hours in the first year, |} hours in the sccond, third
oud fourth yorrs cnd 5 hours in the fifth yenr of tho electricians' course),

"ISTITUTO T.ICNICC AGRIRIO" (Technicnl agrorian
Institute)

In thosc ostrblishmeonts, lj hours o week are sct aside for drawing.
Pupils do frec-hand drawiags, drowings from prints of decorative motifs, or
drawings froa noturo ond goamotric designse

ISTITUTO TECNICC P-R GEQMETRI (Techniczl Institute
for Goanotricians)

In tho present cducctionnl systen, Iy hours aro dovoted to archi-
toctural end docorntive designing in the first yoor; L hours in tho secongds
and in the third, 2 hours, the syllabus including goomotricnl problems and:
ploen=drawinge

The samo applics to tho "ISTITUTO TECKICO .CR.RIO" (Tochnical
Lgraricn Instituto).

+4RT WDUCLTION #ST..BLISHMENTS

Theso ostablishments ot prosent include “Scuole d'arte” (irt
Schools), "Ietituti d'arto” (irt Institutes), cnd "Licoi irtistici" (Art
Socondary Schools),

In view of thoir specisl character, wo propose to give details of
their organization,

Tho SCUOLE D!'/RTE, which give o throe=yonr coursc, propotro thoir
students for Work im tho traditionnl arts ond crafts, related to -tho parte-
icular industrics and raw materizls of the locelity.

The - ISTITOTY D'U.RTE (Lrt Institutos) provide two coursos of throe
yerre ench, & jJunior coursc (corresponding to thet of tho "Scuclo dtarte")
end o senior coursc, Thoir students, after o moro speciclized thooretical
ond precticel troining, become irt Masters" qualified to hold administrotive
~ posts in ercft treining contres, and to tench practical subjccts in tho
* schools whore thoy thomsolves were troined (Scuole d'arte and Istituti dtarte).

In these schools an important place is occupicd 'PS’ drawing, modelling,
applied printing and damestic crchitecture,

The prosent syllabuscs do not stipulate n fixed number of drowing
lossone o vioek., Tho time dovoted to drawing varies from school to aschool,
nlthough, £8 & rule, drewing, with other closcly roleted subjects (architecturo,
modelling and history of art) occupies cbout two-thirds. of tho totel teaching

T ‘ time.

The, LICBI ARTISTICI (Art Secondary Schools), which heve c four-yeer
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- coursc, tcach printing, sculpturo nnd thootrical designing in preparation
for study in the fino crts /cademics; rlso crchitecturo, as o proparation
- for study in tho training colleges. Tho studonts in those "Licol irtistici",
besidos recciving o gonmorrl educcotion, study tho following brenches of arde
figurc ond docorativo drowing, figurc cnd designing in relief, gometrical
drowing, perspectivo, elsments of architeccturc, anatomy., Horc, too, crt

educrtion tekes cbsoluto prococdonce over all othor subjeetse

The main fontures of the "Istituti d'arte" and tho "Licoi artistici"
have beon givon bocause thoir work includes the importrnt tesk of training
future drawing teachers for socondary schools,

ART EDUCATION IN ITALIAN Te.CHING EST..BLISHMENTS
4FTER THE R.:.CENT REFORM

L8 wo know, the roform of eduocation in Italy is just boing caapleted.

Full and nccurpte dotails of the now syllabuses, ond in particuler
of tho syllabuses for ort oduccticn, cennot yet be givon,

Howovor, tho now Italicn schools, whilst becring in ‘nind the
roquirenonts of gonercl oducction, will deveto groct cttontioa to ard
educotion.

The reasmms for this are twofold: firstly, the frct that tho londing
euthorities on nodorn tooching have rocognized the spocicl formative roldo
of drowing in the intellectucl developmont of children; ond, soccndly, tho
foct thot drawing hes proved to be of grect weluc in view of its tpplicction
in meny different artistic aud technicnl occupations,

In reorganizing crt eduecticn, particularly in tho primnry schools,
eccount hes beon tekon of the most successful cxporimonts meade in Italy in
rocont yoarse. In sponking of those cxperimonts, spocirl mention should be
made of thoso carricd out et the Sniat Gorsold School, neor Florcnce,

althouh tho work of this school is vory woll known, -wo novorthcloas
outline some of tho priunciples on which its tenching is bnsod,

"5 school must provide knowlodge, not morely the illusion of nowe
lodges The key to such knowlodge is to rogord edvention as o ;juwide, which
tor.chos us to see nnd to understand,

It is cur tcsk to discover and cpply o meothod of tecchings o mothod
which offers variety cnd ~ wecalth of thomcs and oxprossions, which cpponls
ot once to thc heert and to the mind, and which cngenders the wish to sco
more, undorstand more and love more - love beiag the ultimcto purposo of
ocducotion.

In pursuing this aim, the toacher mey use observetion thomes, and '
observation may be orystallizod in two wnys: by drowing « & quiclk and complote™
nothod; or by the writton word, which, to achieve its dbjoct, must obey the
laws of drawing: truthfulness, ordor, precision and sttention to dotaill." .

Such is the d'cfinition of tho :h‘npbrtc.nco of graphic e:cprossion,:"in‘-»
the form of drawing, writing, or other meothods of roproscatetion, Obscrvrtion .,
‘moy start fron the simplest objects - a modest twig picked up clong tho read =
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to school, o dry lenf, c doad insoct - and it is concerned with the outline,
the most mimuto dotails, the subtlest, borely perceoptible shades of colour,
Study of the simplost objoots londs on to objocts moru znd more complex,
end finclly tec tho prnorriaic view of o landscape, o rural sceno, a village
foir,

Though it is true that we arc not yct in o pesition to give preciso
information rogerding the now syllobuses for art cducation, we can nevortheless
outline thoir goneral principlos,

INF.LNT SCHOOQLS

Frec drawing, rcgrrded as o spontancous rovelation of the emotional
end intellactual life of tho child ond on indieation of his development, must
be ccrcfully supervised,

Whilst the toachor will correct free drowing, nmeking ohservotions
exnd poiabing cut his reasons, ho must never superimposc his judgment on the
child's., Suporvision must nlsoc be oxorcised over the ordinary types of
handiwork and the simple crafts known in Italy by the tern "miniature arts",

PRILRY SCHOOLS

hn importent plecc is occuplced by greophic expression and ideographic
drawings, which aro ¢von used to illustrate oral and written themes, Tho .
‘mein prreticel work in thesc schools is as follows: drowing from nature; use
of pastols to teach colour-difforentiction and harmonize tho tinting of
dreovrings; olzbtoration of simple, rhythmieal ornamentel motifs, iese exorcises,
in more advanced form, cre uscd olso throughout the threo yecrs of the upper
primery school course, :

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The cims of drawing tooching are to provide an invelucblo means of
oxpression, te train tho pupil's taste, improve his semse of form end pro-
portion, stimuleto his powors of obsorvation, train his sense of mothod ond
indicete his rptitudes for purposes of further educction cnd choice of
rooation,

In sccondery schools emphesis is also laid on the drewing of evorydoy
urtlclos or arture subjects, the difficulty being corcfully gradunted, and
colour boing vsed in moderntion.

. In addition to drowing from life, pupils alsc draw objocts from
menory cnd mcke ontirely spentancous imeginetive campositions on easy themes,

SENIOR SCHOOL

™, GISTERO PER IL DISEGHO" (Doctoratc in Drawing)

The rocent school refcrn, besides concentrating on the problem of -
art cducntion, has nlso paid attontion to anothor cqually important problom -
':l:h‘o:b of training teochers to provido this oducation, :

Tho art institutes (Istituti d'arte cnd Licoi scientifici) existing
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for this purposo have now acquired o mors standerdized charactor, since
their syllabusus have boon rovisod ond their courses extonded,

In oddition, thoro is now o new ndvanced course termod tho
"Magistoro per il disorno” (Doctorate in drawing).

. This ccursoc will last two yonrs and, in viow of its purposc, will
‘dacl with drowing both frea the artistic ond the techniesl standpoints. The
course will usuclly be tcken by students who have pgraducted fram the two
institutes memtionod ebovo, or who havo passod the specinl entrance oxome
inction nftor first grodunting from o sonior hipgh school (Istituto Toenico
Industricls, otc,)

Such aro the esscuticls of art tonching in Italicn primary ond
secondary schools, Even undor the old system, preat imporitonce wes attached
to this subject; the cffcct of the rofourm will certainly be to emphasigo
its importance still furthor, .

Tho fact is thet drowing is cn educrtional instrument of groct velueg
it provides a laonguage common to rll, linking together the most widely diverse - -
pooples in undorstonding of the universal heritage of art and civilization, o




